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Ch. 12 #1 Congress Organizes

(Be thorough)
Purpose:
To understand the organizational structure of both houses of Congress

A.)
Congress convenes
1.
What happens opening day in the House?

2.
What happens opening day in the Senate?

3.
What is the President’s State of the Union message?

B)
The Presiding Officers
1.
What is the leadership in the House?  Duties?  Powers?  Voting and Debate procedures?

2.
What is the leadership in the Senate?  Duties?  Powers?  Voting and Debate procedures?

C)
Floor Leaders and Other Party Officers
1.
Who are the floor leaders?  What is a majority and minority floor leader?  Who chooses them?  What do they do?

2.
Who assists the floor leaders?  What do they do?

D)
Committee Chairpersons
1.
What do committees do?  What do the chairpersons do?

2.
What is the seniority rule?

3.
What criticisms are there against the seniority rule?  In your opinion, using rational argument, what would be a better system?
Ch. 12 #2 Committees in Congress
1.
What are standing committees?  Why are they necessary?  How many are there in the House?  In the Senate?

2.
How are seats on each committee usually determined?  How is the chairman chosen?

3.
What is the purpose of the House Rules Committee?  How many members does it have?  Why is it powerful?  How is the process different in the Senate?

4.
What is a select committee?  Why is it formed?  What are some examples of select committees?

5.
What are joint or conference committees?
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