The Federal Court System

Chapter 18  Section #1-3
Name






Keep the following points in mind:

· What is the basic role of thejudiciary in the governmental process?

· What is the structure and function of the constitutional courts in the federal court system?

· What is the role of the Supreme Court as the nation's highest court, and what is the significance of judicial review?

· What is the role and jurisdiction of the special courts in the federal court system?

1. What were the conditions of the national judiciary like under the Articles of Confederation?  (use multiple examples)  What changed this?







2. What is meant by a dual system of courts?  Which is more numerous?




3. What are the federal courts?  Who creates them?  Who or what created the Supreme Court?





4. What are the courts that make up the constitutional courts?




5. What are the special courts?  Who creates them?




6. What does the word jurisdiction mean?  Federal courts may hear cases based on subject matter (give examples) or parties (give examples).  Can a case be heard in a federal court if it does not fit these categories?  Where are these cases heard?








7. How is the court system an example of federalism?




8. Define the following terms:

· Exclusive jurisdiction


· Concurrent jurisdiction


· Original jurisdiction


· Appellate jurisdiction

9. How are federal judges chosen?  What is the term and the pay?  What are the retirement benefits?






10. How many federal district courts are there in the United States?  What is the role of the United States magistrate in that court?  What is the role of the bankruptcy judge(s) in these courts?






11. What is the responsibility of the United States attorney for each federal judicial district?




12. Where are most of the federal cases heard?  How many cases do they hear a year?  How many courts are there?  How many are in the 50 states?  Where are the others?  What kinds of cases are heard in these courts?










13. How many federal Courts of Appeals are there?  In which judicial circuit is Cincinnati?  What kinds of cases do they hear?  How many cases a year do they hear?







14. Why is the Supreme Court often called the "High Court?"  Where was it created?  (in what document?)






15. What is judicial review?   When was this power first asserted?  Who was the chief justice in this case?  On what three propositions did he base his decision?  
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